
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, February 6, 2019  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Joseph Miceli and Julie Portfolio; 
Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Town Engineer Annette Turnquist 
Absent/Excused:  Commissioners Michael T. DeFeo and Robert E. Galati 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Miceli made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Portfolio, to accept the 
minutes of the January 2, 2019 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Memorial Park Playscape.  Dawn Miceli, along with Kate Sirignano and Joanne Alfieri of the 
Rotary Club presented information about the playscape project.  Mrs. Miceli stated that a 
playscape was included as part of Memorial Park’s renovations and was approved in the capital 
budget a year or so ago as part of the Master Plan for the town parks.  The Rotary Club is very 
interested in being a part of the process with a large donation ($100,000) toward the playscape.  
Renderings of possible designs were distributed.  Mrs. Miceli doesn’t want to use town tax 
dollars if possible and began to seek out grants and donations for the playscape.  Besides Rotary, 
a grant application was submitted to the Community Foundation of New Britain.  She is hoping 
for a $50,000 grant from that organization.  With the town’s portion of another $50,000 the 
suggested design would be closer to reality.   
 
The design is an “all parties” playscape which would have modules for ages 2-5 and others for 
ages 5-12, offering a wide range of possibilities to play and engage.  There are ADA compliant 
components and educational components.  The surface would be rubberized, not wood chips.  
The Town of Simsbury has a playscape with the rubberized surface and it has a longer shelf life.   
 
Ms. Sirignano from the Rotary Club spoke of the club’s intention to do a large project for the 
town that would benefit all taxpayers.  About 15 years ago they donated to the mobile stage that 
is used for Music on the Green and other events.  The club has made other contributions in recent 
years but they are ready to move up to something more significant, and this is it.  They would 
like to be involved with the town’s expertise in planning the playscape and are hoping to have it 
ready by the summer of 2020 if possible. 
 
In response to a question, Mrs. Turnquist stated that the architect of the Master Plan included a 
playscape as part of the plan but did not provide any detailed rendering.  She said the location 
would be moved since the current location is dark and almost hidden.  The new location would 
be more visible and there is enough room to expand if desired.  She believed there is 
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approximately $200,000 allocated, but this was a couple of years ago.  She added that the town’s 
contribution will be funding and labor.  Mrs. Miceli commented that other towns have spent as 
high as $300-$400,000 on their playscapes. 
 
The project is going to the Public Works Committee tomorrow for approval and after that it 
would go to the Town Council. 
 
There was some discussion of the Rotary Club sign on the renderings.  It was noted that there are 
12 Rotary playscapes in the state.  They are very proud of this and would hope to have an 
announcement and kickoff.  This would be the largest donation made by the Southington Rotary 
Club and means a lot of fund raising.  A fund raising event is planned at Tavern 42 ($75 a ticket), 
and Ms. Sirignano is hoping everyone would attend.   
 
Commissioner Portfolio thanked the Rotary for its generosity.  It would be reasonable to put the 
club name on it with such a large donation.  Commissioner Miceli fully supports the Rotary’s 
initiative to give back to the community.  It is a great opportunity.  He believes it would certainly 
have to have some fencing around it.  Mrs. Turnquist said we had priced out a chain link fence.  
The fence in the renderings is prettier but most likely more expensive.   
 
There was some discussion about the rubberized surface. Commissioner Portfolio related a 
friend’s story of birth defects after working on a site in North Haven with a rubberized surface.  
She was concerned if what is proposed would present health hazards.  It was stated that this is a 
solid surface, not mulch. This will be looked at further.  
 
Motion made by Commissioner Portfolio, seconded by Commissioner Miceli, to proceed with 
the project as discussed.  Motion carried. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay highlighted some of the items in the written report.  A Family Music Therapy 
program will start soon.  He is hoping that the family-oriented program would get the special 
needs music program back up and running again.  Girls Volleyball is very popular for grades 3 to 
8 and Boys Volleyball for ages 7 to 14.  A safe boating course with the State DEEP will be held 
February 26, 28 and March 5; usually gets 20 to 30 people signed up. 
 
Upcoming registrations: a running clinic for kids ages 7 to 15 which will start in late March; 
summer men’s & women’s softball.  We are starting to set up for online registration for the 
Playground Summer Camp which will open March 2.  There are three two-week sessions with a 
max of 135 kids for each session.  It fills up very quickly.  He noted that we can’t go higher on 
the numbers because of having to use the school during inclement weather.   
 
Camp RISE special needs summer camp location is moving from South End School to 
Derynoski.  At South End we did not have access to the gym.  Derynoski has no problem with 
using their gym.  Plus, it’s close to downtown and they could go on the trail if needed.  
Registration for this program will probably be in March. 
 
Music on the Green letters to sponsors have gone out.  Most have gotten back to us.  Then we 
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will select bands.  The first concert will be May 29. 
 
Kids Series are held on Tuesday nights in the summer at Rec Park with two acts scheduled each 
night.  We are starting to book those acts now.  It is always popular.  This is a free program. 
 
South Little League is applying for a grant from Little League International to do some field 
upgrades to Field 6 at Recreation Park.  A copy of Mr. Lapreay’s support letter was in the 
packet.  He believes the town manager was also asked to submit a letter.   
 
Mr. Lapreay had a meeting with the town manager on the budget for the next fiscal year.  There 
were no cuts to what was proposed.  The 20% reduction to league subsidies discussed at the last 
meeting will not be cut but will be put back into the budget to be used for any department 
programs for children.  The funds would be at our discretion as to what it is used for.  He 
commented that we try to keep costs of programs down to at least break-even.  This will help to 
do that.  Chairman Fasulo said the board should pay attention to this next year and have 
discussion as to whether or not to move more. 
 
Commissioner Miceli made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation; seconded 
by Commissioner Portfolio and carried. 
 
REPORT FROM PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist reported that a row of pine trees at Rec Park on Maxwell Noble Drive are 
diseased and will be removed.  We will probably take them down ourselves.  They have been in 
bad shape for a while; we did try to save them.  She said we should probably put something there 
and asked members for any suggestions.   
 
Memorial Park had a few days of ice skating.  It was open but we don’t know how many took 
advantage of it.  It is posted on the website and at the site.  Crescent Lake has over 7” of ice so 
there is ice fishing.  Dog Park parking lot has some drainage issues.  We will look into it.   
 
There were a couple of storms.  Once everything is cleared up, general maintenance and brush 
cutting will continue. 
 
Commissioner Portfolio made a motion to accept the report from the Parks Department; 
seconded by Commissioner Miceli and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Turf Field Update.  Chairman Fasulo reported that he received an update from Commissioner 
DeFeo.  The turf field is in great shape.  A thorough grooming took place.  We are going into our 
7th year.  Once spring is here the field will be used seven days a week.  In response to a question, 
Mr. Lapreay stated that the warranty is extended one year after each grooming when the 
company doing the cleaning gives the field a clean bill of health.  We have been building up a 
fund for when replacement becomes necessary.  Replacement cost is in the vicinity of $300,000 
or so and we currently have a fund balance of $165,000.   
 
Question arose if the track is included in the warranty.  It is separate.  The town and Board of 
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Education share maintenance responsibilities. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Miceli made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Portfolio.  Meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


